Biology

Mr. Rholl Rm 120
Welcome!   I am glad to have all of you here!  This course is designed to introduce you to the world of biology.  To accomplish this, we will have hands-on activities, conduct experiments, analyze and compare data, have discussions, and read/write materials regarding biology.  It is important to understand that biology is not just a set of memorized facts, but a method of thinking and interpreting information.
1.  Absences and Make up work


If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you should be prepared to turn in that assignment on the day you return.  

If you miss a day of class, you DID miss something.  (I don’t just wait for you to come back)  Find out what you missed.  You have 5 school days to make up any missing work. After 5 school days, work cannot be made up.
2. Tardies
You are allowed 2 free tardies in a trimester. After that, each tardy costs you a ½ hour of detention with me. Detention must be completed by the end of the following week. Failure to do detention will result in a referral to the office and 1 hour detention with them.
3.  Hall Passes


You may use your planner as a hall pass 5 times this tri. Please fill it out and have me sign it and give me one hall ‘ticket’. Each pass is for a maximum of 5 minutes and any tickets not used count 3 extra credit points.
4.  Late daily work assignments
Work may be turned in for up to 5 school days after it is due. If you were absent during work time, you will receive full credit. If you were present, you will receive half credit. After 5 school days late assignments are worth nothing.
5.  Posting of Grades

Grades are posted every Monday on the side wall. You may also check SchoolView.  I will also list assignments due on the front white board.

6.  IB Grading System
This class uses a performance based IB grading system. Formative work (aka "homework" or "daily work) only accounts for a 20% of your grade.  Summative assessments (End of the concept, or unit work…the part where you show me what you know) will count for 80% of your grade. You will be assessed on the following 6 criteria (science skills) shown on the next page: 

Letter grade calculation- your IB grade converted to a traditional letter grade
	
	
	IB Score
	Weight

	Criterion A
	One World
	Maximum 6
	Summative

Criteria

-

80%

	Criterion B
	Communication in Science
	Maximum 6
	

	Criterion C
	Knowledge and Understanding of Science
	Maximum 6
	

	Criterion D
	Scientific Inquiry
	Maximum 6
	

	Criterion E
	Processing Data
	Maximum 6
	

	Criterion F
	Attitudes in Science
	Maximum 6
	Formative- 20%


	IB Score
	Letter
	Grade Band

	6
	A
	90-100%

	
	A-
	86-89%

	5
	B+
	81-85%

	
	B
	72-80%

	
	B-
	67-71%

	4
	C+
	61-66%

	
	C
	52-60%

	3
	C-
	46-51%

	
	D+
	42-45%

	
	D
	37-41%

	2
	D-
	33-36%

	
	F
	0-32%


Finally- 
Don’t be misled by the low percentage grading bands above. A 6 score is very hard to get. A 2 score(2/6 or 33% on a traditional scale) is just barely passing.  IB grading can be confusing for beginners. Each of our summative assessments(think tests, projects, etc) will have a rubric that guides you how to get each of the 6 scores(1,2,3,4,5 or 6) on the assessment. If you are unsure of how this all works, do the best you can on everything you do and it will work out for you. I also allow "redo's" on all summative work: must be done within 5 school days. On redo's, the top score you can get is a 4.
Remember:  I am almost always available before school and after school to help make up tests, assignments, or just to answer a few questions. You can also see me during advisory for some extra help.   
We also have all of our biology work loaded to the Park Center website, http://www.district279.org/sec/pcsh.  Click on A-Z Index, B for Biology Resources(Rholl).

Jeff Rholl, rhollj@district279.org

