Park Center, an authorized International Baccalaureate World School, has begun an exciting new magnet program for all students.  We are now a Global Studies Magnet School!

Through connections to global partner schools, students will have direct access to students and cultures around the world.  By adding the technology necessary to speak in real time with students worldwide, we are creating the opportunity and the motivation to engage in meaningful dialog across cultures.  By creating a community of collaboration within the school, the staff helps bridge the gaps often found among groups of students.  Park Center has a student-centered learning environment where all students are motivated to learn by pursuing their passions.  
All sophomores participate in the dynamic and internationally recognized International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme described below.

Each junior and senior who is not a full-time participant in the upcoming IB Diploma Programme will have a “major,” or what we call a Focus Area.  The Focus Area chosen by each student will provide the lens through which they learn.  The Focus Areas will be Global Dynamics, Global Relations, and Global Technologies.  Students will choose classes and develop a senior Capstone Project based on their experiences within their Focus Area.  

Highlights of the Global Studies Magnet include:
· Partnerships with schools in each global region (Africa, the Americas, Asia & Pacific, and Europe) so that students can communicate with students from around the world;
· Students will communicate directly with student(s) from other world regions as they explore their Focus Area; 

· Every student will have email access and web-based platforms for sharing and communicating with others from anywhere in the world as students pursue their learning interests.  Computer access is to be greatly increased;
· Technologies will be available to promote face-to-face interaction around the world;
· Business partnerships are being developed to place our students at the cutting edge of global business practices; 

· In-school computer rooms are becoming conference centers to enhance collaboration among students;

· Student to student collaboration will be built into teaching and learning throughout the school as part of the International Baccalaureate Programme;

· Students will complete a senior Capstone Project that addresses a problem within their Focus Area.  This Project will need to demonstrate collaboration, both globally and locally; and,
· Students will participate in an end of the year showcase of the Senior Capstone Projects.  As part of this showcase, students will observe and assess each other’s projects.
The purpose of the Global Studies Program is to allow students to focus their studies in their last two years on an area of great interest.  Students will choose classes that serve the pursuit of their focus.
